Ween these two

WorcrreseeIces in greater depth,

fng Davis Society and the Louisa May

will offer a joint panel at the American

bciation in May 2017. We invite papers

how Alcott and Davis treat or respond to
es mentioned in the opening paragraph.

Abstracts by January 20, 2017 to Mischa

Mischa.Renfroe@mtsu.edu and Melissa

elissa_Pennell@uml.edu.
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iring ALA ¢

or details on a field trip

ng upon our successful visit

gord to celebrate the Louisa

aniversary during ALA in

partricrship with the Rebecca

a field trip to Lowell,

sit the Lowell National Historical

s, especially the Boott Mill and the

ere exhibits explore the experiences

hd “mill girls” and later the immigrants

e shaped by the continuing Industrial

is field trip may be of interest to LMA

bers whose research areas include women

¥ the immigrant experience, the rise of urban
hnd/or the impact of technology on 19t century

an culture.
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e True Origin of the P.C. and the P.O. from
Little Women
by Susan Bailey

ittle Women is based upon real life events
en. “The P.C. and the
or their

. fifteen-year-ota

Haunted Man, and Sai

used to comfort both her sistt
illness, and the soldiers at the Unio
Georgetown with much needed laughter.

Like the Alcott-‘daughters, the March si
poor in material goods but rich in imaginatig
writes, “for as secret societies were the' fashi
thought proper to have one, a all o
admired Dickens, they called themselves the

Club.”

Each sister took on a charact
Papers, Dickens’ first, and favorite ‘
eldest, was Samuel Pickwi gofa
Augustus Snodgrass, Beth,'becae she was
rosy, Tracy Tupman, and Amy, who was alway$

do what she couldn't, was Nathaniel Winkle.”

Keeping to the spitit of humor in the no
members of the Pickwick Club gathered#6 sha
of happenings around them through |
newspaper, and to “good-naturedly regai
of their faults and short comings.” Ite
Masked Marriage (A Tale Of Venice)

History of a Squash” by Tubman, 3
con "- g , plus poems, gos
the fat = -5

announce

“THE
Wednesday next
Club House. All}
shoulder thei[ broo

This newspaper (ant
real life Olive Leaf (in honor
Olive Branch), which Louisa prd
family during the pove‘ty—strick
dated October 19, 1848 is availab/@§
Houghton Library website:
https://iiif.lib.hatvard.edu/manifests/

1),

The Olive Leaf was produced whenl
seventeen. Thanks, however, to a little, |
called Lilliputian Newspapers by James b

dscover that, in fact, The Olive I cqfhadas




Lilliputian Newspzpeérs

By James D. Henperson

Sersvener of the LXIVmos

Foreword
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Librarsan, Amerscan Ansiquarsan Socsety

ACHILLE ]. ST. ONGE
Worcester, Massachusetts

Concord Journal, Thursday, August 27, 1936

“Lilliputian Newspape,rs”
Recalls Louisa Alcott’s
“Pickwick”

Miss Louisa May Alcott was, it ap-
pears, a genuine micro-journalist. In
a recently published book entitled
“Lilliputian Newspapers”, James D.
Henderson, a collector of tiny books,
tells of Miss Alcott's paper, which had
the distinction of being written en-
tirely by hand and consisting of but
one copy of each issue. The title, as
all who have read Little Women will
recall, was the Pickwick.

an Newspapers by James D. Henderson is
archive.org, we can read firsthand about
of “The P.C. and the P.O.”

lenderson  reveals that Louisa created the
paper when she was twelve in 1844 and that it was
ally known by a different name: “The Pickwick was a
cript newspaper, in size 10 and 8 inches, and
sed four pages, two columns to a page, entirely
hand” (p. 60, Lilliputian Newspapers). Two
ablished between 1844 and 1845 when the
- ouisa wrote the

e Olive

g oncord

rth Bridge Visitor

The issue has a “Poet’s Corner” on
the front page with a verse by Louisa
that has -grace and rhythm. Accord-
ing to Mr. Henderson, “the reproduc-
tion presents for the first time a poem
writtén to the mother of the four girls,
over Louisa’s signature.”

Here it is:

TO MOTHER
Accept our little offerings,
Few and simple though they be,
For we are poor, dear mother, 1
In all save love to thee.

Yet the poverty is all unfelt.

For the wealth our hearts can hold
Of fadeless love is better far

Than costly gifts of gold.

Like wayside flowers that humbly
And ask no fairer home

May we be to thee, dear mother,
Through the years that yet may

come.

Thus may be cheer and brighten /
The path that thou must tread,
And gently bend in sorrow’s storm

To shelter thy dear head. (

mmmmmmm APl CICT T T TR

The P8
many years

newspapers
potboilers under
the immense Succt

write for periodjc‘@,ls.

If you are fortunaté
copy of Lilliputian Newspapers
of the original copy of, The P:

of the inside of the back cove
made possible by Miss Beatrice G
Youth’s Companion, a magazine to
contributed.

James Henderson’s book, published i

available at archive.org at

https://archive.org/details ]jﬂiputiann!éwsfé

Newspaper clippings Y
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er Voices: Where LMAS Members Share
heir Meanderings in Alcott Studies

By Azelina Flint

years ago, in the summer of 2009, I spent a
oncord, Massachusetts. I was working on

- aoppcigd

Anna’s journal is pcpPPg
longstanding hatred of housc®
admits that she loves to be lazy
from a member of a family who prized
work above all else. In the juvenile ne
Alcott sisters, onegof which is aptly
Portfolio,” the reader also discovers thaty A
precocious and gifted young writer—something
further underlined by my discovery of thi
Tragedies” that she co-authored wit uisa,
introduced to me by a fellow mi et of the Li
Alcott Society. However, Anna’s journal mak
that she had no desite to pursue a career bg
viewed her marriage as something of ansescap
emotipnal and financial strains of b
Alcott family. The love for he £l
through in these pages is tt g.
The correspondence ofilLouisa’s youn$
May, is even more candid in its derision of

society as puritanical, stuffy, and repressed. Follo¥
premature death in Paris at the age of thirty-nine

e town. As mother-in-law, Sophie Nieriker, wrote that Mg

vas truly enchanted by the

n Pond for the first time,

libraty nestled in the heatt

g straight out of a romantic

w particularly impressed by

vthotne carved in the window

tr engagement ring, describing

winter as “crystal chandeliers,” and,

fence of touring the Alcott’s Orchard

ing the setting that inspired many of

ile Women allowed me to visualise the
etely new way. Since that first experience
tuate, it has been my desire to return to

f research the Alcott family and their
with the wider Concord community in depth.

years later, I was elated to finally achieve this

as the 2016 UK Fulbright US Embassy American
es” Award Holder. As a Visiting Fellow at Harvard
ersity, I was able to spend a full semester exploring
cott archives at the Houghton Library, in order to
t vital research for my PhD. I was unsure of what

d there, as the vast majority of work by Alcott
hanks to ground-breaking work of such

oel erson and Madeleine

ascinated by

pMmMen

avowed that she would never retur "Concg
her sisters were ill. The timeline of
experienced through her letters issdecp
reader is able to trace her deveglient
career-driven young painter and trendsg
believed she was too old to ever fir

het v hlrlwm romance with the Sy
Nierik ixteen years he
married E. R 1
and was st

who suppofted

about'.her m

heartbroken lcth

death all the mo

Library houis a

Nieriker, expressing

reunited with hls" wife 1
interesting revelation of tF

the Nieriker family believed
medical condition, unrelated
child—something thaffhas bee
majority of Alcott family biograp!

During my time at Harvard,

opportunity to present my research on M
at the Harvard American Studies’ Gradu®
the abstract of which is included follow’
The opportunity to undertake a full semes
also enabled me to further explore the A
New England, and I was particularly dra I

0 the Alcotts in the town muséeum

pshire, which




